Appeal by the residents of East Ukraine, to President of Russia, Russian Federal Assembly(parliament), Cabinet of ministers, and Ministry of Foreign affairs. 

Copy -- to United Nations, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Council of Europe

Esteemed addressees! 

We are the people of many ethnicities and faiths, speaking many languages but we all are citizens of sovereign and independent Ukraine. We are united by our Motherland, Ukraine. We are building our nation on the foundations of democracy and rule of law. Therefore, we consider any manifestations of xenophobia to be unacceptable. We assure you that in our country there are no threats to our co-citizens who speak Russian, or to Russian culture. We may be different, but we are ready and able to listen to one another, and find compromises.

It is painful for us to see Russian flags and pro-Russian slogans used by those storming administrative buildings, offices of civic organizations, beating our fellow citizens and desecrating our state symbols. We are saddened that many Russian media outlets misrepresent information about events in our country, thus forming false image of a Ukrainian as a thug and enemy of Russian people.

We state that our rights and liberties are respected. Residents of Ukraine's East are capable of dealing with their difficulties on their own. We see entrance of Russian troops into our territory as occupation and encroachment upon independence and integrity of our internationally recognized state, including by Russia. We would like to point out to you that aggressive acts of your country's citizens violate the Memorandum on security guarantees signed as a result of Ukraine joining the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (the Budapest protocol), as well as several basic international principles such as refrain from use and threat of use of force, equal sovereignty of nations, peaceful coexistence, scrupulous adherence to international obligations, territorial integrity, inviolability of borders and so on. 

We are asking you to show understanding to the difficulties our nations is facing, and not to create any additional hurdles. We are calling on you to stop violation of international laws, withdraw troops from Crimea, which is Ukraine's sovereign territory, and to prevent worsening of situation through incursions into any other parts of Ukraine. Please call on your country's citizens that have been involved with violent acts on our territory, to return home and not to plague us in our difficult work. 

We are convinced that together we will be able to refrain from violence and maintain good neighbourly relations. Let us not cross the dangerous line beyond where there are inevitable bloodshed, destroyed lives and mutual hatred. 

With hope for understanding
